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On Sept. 19, members of the "Group of 100" released to reporters a document dated March 9
containing a summary of plans and background prepared by the World Bank to support the
Mexican government's environmental conservation efforts. The plans are part of a US$50 million
World Bank loan to the government. Loan terms are 15 years, a five-year grace period, and the
Bank's standard variable interest rate. Writer Homero Aridjis, head of the Group, said the document
emphasizes that environmental problems in Mexico have been "exacerbated by several decades
of industrialization without due consideration of environmental costs." Approximately 4.5 million
metric tons of pollutants per year are spewed into the air over the Mexico City metropolitan area.
Vehicles are responsible for 82% of total emissions. A total of 30,000 factories produce 12% of the air
pollutants, and natural sources (deforestation and erosion) account for the remaining 6%. The most
problematic pollutants include ozone, suspended particulates, carbon monoxide and lead. Pollution
levels frequently surpass internationally recommended norms. The World Bank plan states that only
nine trained inspectors are responsible for monitoring 15,000 companies in the metropolitan area.
Sixty-six inspectors are charged with monitoring 40,000 firms throughout the rest of the country.
Inadequate municipal sewage treatment services are responsible for soil and waterway pollution to
the tune of at least 13,000 MT of solid waste per year. On an annual basis, an estimated 3 million MT
of dangerous waste materials (carcinogenic or capable of producing mutations) and about 15 million
MT of other industrial waste products are dumped "outside designated areas," or in municipal
sewage systems. Severe erosion (loss of 11 to 15 metric tons/ha./yr.) currently affects 42% of national
territory (83 million ha.) Unless effective soil conservation methods are implemented in the near
future, corn output will decline by over 1 million MT (12.5%) per year during the 1990s. In addition,
the topsoil of land area currently used for grain and livestock production will be irreversibly lost
within the next decade. The document enumerates the following government policies and attributes
which have caused or contributed to the environmental degradation: "weak institutional capacity,"
failure to enforce legislation, agricultural policies resulting in excessive use of natural resources and
increased rural-urban migration, subsidies for extensive pasture and livestock operations promoting
deforestation and soil erosion, and subsidies for natural resources consumption. (Sources: Spanish
news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 09/19/92)
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